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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION   

  

1. This question paper consists of TWO sections:   

 

SECTION A:  Essay     (50 marks)  

SECTION B:  Longer Transactional Texts  (2x25 marks)  

 

2. Answer ONE question from SECTION A and TWO questions from SECTION B. 

 

3. Write in the language in which you are being assessed. 

 

4. Start EACH section on a NEW page. 

 

5. You are strongly advised to spend approximately 80 minutes on Section A and 35 minutes on 

each question from Section B. 

 

6. Number each response as the topics are numbered on the question paper. 

 

7. Give each response a suitable title/heading as indicated by the question.                                  

NOTE: The title / heading must NOT be considered when doing a word count. 

 

8. Pay attention to spelling, sentence construction and language. 

 

9. THE WRITING PROCESS 

 

a. There must be clear evidence that you have planned, proofread and edited all your work. 

b. This planning (mind map / diagram / flow chart / key words) must appear BEFORE the essay 

and the transactional pieces. 

c. All planning must be clearly indicated as such. It is advisable to draw a line through all 

planning. 

 

10. Write neatly and legibly. 
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SECTION A: ESSAY 

QUESTION 1 

 

Write an essay of 350-400 words (2 pages) on ONE of the following topics.  

Write down the NUMBER and TITLE/HEADING of your essay. 

 
 

1.1 Crisis averted! 

 

[50] 

 

 

1.2 A little out of the ordinary. 

 

[50] 

 

 

1.3 True happiness is an acceptance of life as it is given to us, with its diminishment, 
mystery, uncontrollability and all.                                                

            (Michael Gellert) 
 

[50] 

 

 

 

1.4 ‘The lights blinked alarmingly through the haze.’ 

Include this sentence in your essay. 

 

[50] 

 

 

 

1.5 The cellphone – the bane or boon of my existence? [50] 

 

 

1.6 ‘In my African Dream, there’s a new tomorrow 
My African Dream is a dream that we can follow 
And though it would seem my hope’s an illusion 
My African Dream is an end to the confusion’                          

                                                        (Lyrics by Vicky Sampson) 
 
Write an essay entitled: Why I have hope for South Africa. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

[50] 

 

1.7 It's just impossible for education and schooling to be the same thing.  
 (J. T. Gatto) 

 

[50] 
 
 
 

 
1.8 

 
The pictures reproduced on the next page may evoke a reaction or a feeling in 
you or stir your imagination. Select ONE picture and write an essay in response.  
 
Write the question number (1.8.1, 1.8.2 or 1.8.3) of your choice and give your 
essay a title. 
NOTE: There must be a clear link between your essay and the picture you have 
chosen.   
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1.8.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.8.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[50] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[50] 
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1.8.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[50] 

TOTAL SECTION A:  [50] 

 

 

 

SECTION B: TRANSACTIONAL WRITING 

QUESTION 2 

• Respond to TWO of the following topics. 

• The body of your answer should be 180 – 200 words in length. 

• Write down the number and title/heading of the question you have chosen 

e.g.   2.1 Letter to the Editor 

• Pay careful attention to the following: 

- Audience, register, tone and style 

- Choice of words and language structure 

- Format 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

2.1 LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 
The campaign, 16 Days of Activism for No Violence Against Women and 
Children, held annually from 25 November to 10 December, is a worldwide 
campaign to highlight and oppose violence against women and children.  
 
Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper in which you express your 
opinion about the campaign. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 
 
 

2.2 REVIEW  
                                               

 
Blurb written on the back of the 
novel: 
 
Meet Mia Holl, the ideal goodie-

goodie, hardworking, quiet, law-

abiding citizen, living in a world 

where no-one ever need be ill or sad 

or troubled. All you have to do is 

keep to the rules, and why wouldn’t 

you? 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The following is an extract from a review of a novel, The Method, by Juli Zeh:  
 
 
The Method is a new world order, a ‘Health Dictatorship’ that monitors all health 
and behaviour. As a result almost nobody gets sick. But the price is individual 
freedom … 
 
Imagine that you have read the book. Continue the review. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 
 

2.3 NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
 
StatsSA revealed yesterday that the future of all rail transport in Cape Town is 
bleak. StatsSA also indicated that crumbling infrastructure and rampant criminality 
are largely to blame. 
 
 
Write a newspaper article for The South Peninsula Times that highlights this 
concerning issue. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 
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2.4 

 
LETTER OF REQUEST  
 
You and a group of friends wish to cycle from Bergvliet to Port Elizabeth to raise 

awareness and money for a charity/cause/welfare association. However, a trip of 

this nature, which will take ten days to complete, requires extensive funding.  

You decide to request sponsorship from a wealthy company in your community. 

 

Write a letter to the financial officer of the company in which you explain the 

reasons for the trip and motivate your request for sponsorship. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 
 
 

 
2.5 

 
OBITUARY  
 
A well-known animal-rights activist from your community has recently passed 
away.  
 
Write the obituary that will appear in the local newspaper.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 

 
2.6 

 
INTERVIEW 
 
A celebrity sportsman/sportswoman has been invited to Bergvliet High School to 
deliver an inspirational speech at the annual Sports Prize Giving. 
 
After the event you are given the opportunity to interview this person for the 
school magazine. 
 
Write the interview that you conducted with this sportsperson. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[25] 

 

SECTION B TOTAL : 50 

GRAND TOTAL: 100 
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DETACH PAGE 8 & 9 AND STAPLE TO THE FRONT OF YOUR ANSWER SHEET 

 

NAME: _______________________________________  GRADE: ________      

 

 

RUBRICS:  

ASSESSMENT RUBRIC FOR ESSAY WRITING HOME LANGUAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
____ 

100 
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NAME: _______________________________________  GRADE: ________      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


